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***xx Excerpt from Sketches From English History, Vol. 1 of 2: Selected and Edited With an Introduction, (From the Roman Conquest to the Revolution
of 1688) The history of England really begins with the conquest of the island of Britain, in the fifth and sixth centuries of our era, by some German
tribes known as the Jutes, the Saxons, and the Angles - the last ultimately giving their name to the whole country - Angle-land, Engla-land, England.
It is necessary, however, to go back a little in order to understand the condition of both the conquered and conquerors at the time of the invasion.
Britain, at the opening of its history, was inhabited by the Celts, a race which, at that time, was spread over a large portion of western Europe.
During the first century of the Christian era, the greater part of it was conquered by the Romans, and was held by them as a province of the empire
for about three hundred and fifty years. In spite of this long occupation, however, the Roman civilization did not strike deep root in the island.
Perhaps because it was her latest conquest in the west, perhaps because she did not find it worth her while to make the effort, Rome, in fact, never
succeeded in incorporating the Celts of Britain into her system, as she had succeeded in incorporating the Celts of Gaul. The inhabitants of Britain,
while they accepted Christianity, the religion of the conquerors, and submitted to the Roman rule, kept for the most part their native customs, and
above all their native speech, which is still spoken in some portions of the island. When Rome,...
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