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Excerpt: . . . 1 Recommendations There is no single step that, if taken, would create a connected nationwide system of health information. This
Commission has organized the steps needed to create such a system into three categories: adoption, interoperability, and connectivity. These
categories were formed acknowledging the obvious overlap, but recognizing a need to structure recommendations to facilitate understanding.
Adoption focuses on the challenge of getting clinicians and consumers to use computer programs and information networks to maintain
healthcare records, access relevant information about patients background and illness, and oer support for safer, better decisions. Adoption
includes the need to train doctors and other caregivers to ensure they are able to adopt these technologies eectively in their practices, provide
technical support so clinicians do not need to become computer technicians, and make clinicians and consumers aware of the benets and the
privacy safeguards of these systems. The issues of adoption also require addressing the di cult economic and regulatory issues slowing investment
and use of connected computer systems and the growing gaps between communities access to these technologies. Information is valuable when it is
available as needed. Interoperability focuses on the need for healthcare information to be connected so information is acces-sible whenever and
wherever it is needed and authorized. Interoperability issues often become exceedingly technical, focusing on the rules for how information is
created, stored, and moved among computer systems. Finally, there must be physical networks and operating rules for actually moving
information around. Connectivity focuses on the networks providing the conduits for moving healthcare information s. . . This item ships...
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