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*xxxx After reading these powerful, though deeply-disturbing stories and poems, Southern California will never be the same for me. Wendy Rainey
has redefined L.A. Noir and given the grotesque entwined with the lyrical it s own unique place in the California literary canon. I m full of admiration
for the author s gifts, and sense there s a lot more to come! -Edward Field, American Poetry Icon. Author of After the Fall. Wendy Rainey s Los
Angeles is dark and menacing, the gutted insides of a glittering facade. Her poems and stories are written from the POV of those who serve at the
whim of others; waitresses, nannies, production guys, personal assistants, clerks, and explore their careless exploitation by the uber-class, those self-
obsessed, complacent winners with their entitlements and prying eyes. These are stories of people on the edge. A beleaguered server imagines
Denny s diners turning into orangutans and farm animals. A sixteen year old incest survivor gives living another try. An exhausted waitress turns the
tables on a panhandler at the bus stop. A guy out for a boat ride with friends decides it is a good day to die. In these stores, expect the unexpected.
Always. Rainey writes about the marginalized and disenfranchised without pity, without mercy. Her sharp dialogue, and delicious escapes into
surrealistic fantasy soar far above the quotidian world her characters too often find themselves in. This is original, exciting storytelling about a Los
Angeles too often unseen. -Alexis Rhone Fancher, author of How | Lost My Virginity To Michael Cohen, and State of Grace: The Joshua Elegies, poetry
editor, Cultural Weekly, 4 time Best of the Net, 3 time Pushcart...
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