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**xxx Excerpt from An Original Collection of War Poems and War Songs of the American Civil War: 1860 1865 Undying associations cling to the songs
of the camp, the hymns before the battle, the poems that were called forth by the deepest emotions of the soldiers experience. In compiling this
collection no pains were spared to gather those that were first favorites. Those songs and poems that did not win popularity in the time of the civil
war have been rigidly discarded, whatever their merit. Those which are identified with the high tide of American patriotism are here included and it
is believed that in this respect this is the most complete collection ever published. There is not a song or verse here but the soldiers heart and the
hearts of patient watchers at home have been thrilled to the depths on unnumbered fields and in countless homes. And to preserve the complete
circle of association, the most notable of the cries of defiance have also been retained, Dixie, and Maryland, for example. In no other way can the
sentiment of those times be so faithfully reproduced. The careless measures of negro melodies; the homely pathos of those songs that spoke of dear
and tender ties; the shoats that rolled spontaneously from lips of marching thousands, like John Brown s Body and We are coming, Father
Abraham, the hymns that breathed the highest and holiest feelings, Nearer, My God, to Thee, or America, all in all constitute a composite that is
unique. It is a treasury of recollection for those who had part in those stirring days, a precious heritage to those who came later on the scene...
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