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literary societies of Hamilton College were engaged in a bitter fight for the supremacy; methods were employed to obtain adherents, and practices
sanctioned to gain the ends of the organizations, until the better portion of the students looked on in disgust at the conflict. At the same time but
three of the GreekLetter fraternities were then in existence, --Sigma Phi, Kappa Alpha, and Delta Phi. During the height of the contest above
mentioned, propositions were made to several of the leading students at Hamilton to form a K. A. lodge. Samuel Eels, then a student at Hamilton,
was one of those who were disgusted both with the partisan practices of the literary societies and the badly-concealed selfish intentions of Kappa
Alpha s agents. IA close student himself, he believed that the aim of the college student should be the attainment of a higher and broader culture
than the college curriculum afforded; at the same time he perceived that it was the repression of the social traits of the scholars that was leading to
the foundation of the social clubs of which K. A. was a type. Accordingly he conceived the idea of founding a fraternity whose aim should be to
supplement the college curriculum by literary work outside of and beyond that prescribed by the college course, and also to develop the social
nature and affections of kindred spirits by the cultivation of a fraternal...
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